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Veterans Day

November 11, 2019
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Questions or comments

can be directed to Teresa.Harrington@va.gov

Download 2019 Veterans Day Poster
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War Diary of CL 57 U.S.S. Montpelier, September, 1942-
D

and

The USS Montpelier Cruiser Photo archive
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BOX SCORE

Excerpts from
WAR RECORD of USS MONTPELIER
on file in
Office of the Secretary of the Navy
(1) Date of commissioning 9 September, 1942
(2) Personnel who were aboard during any of the following
operations are authorized to wear one star for each opera-
tion they were in.
1. Rennel Island
2. Consolidation of the Solomon Islands
3. New Georgia Operation
. Treasury-Bougainville Operation
5. Marianas Operation
Authority to wear stars for the following engagements
being requested.
1. Capture and Defense of Guadalcanal
2. Bismark Archipelago Operation
3. Leyte Operation >
4. Luzon Operation 29 Jan., 1943  Rennel Island Betty Guadalcanal
5. Lingayen Gulf Operation 2 Nov., 1943 Off Empress - Vals Bougainville
ter further 1ssessment it is !m,-.-ily'h' the .~.h.i]» will be ;:.i\‘vn Augusta Bay
('n-(hl‘fm' participation in _ll.u'- fl'l”()\\lll;_" additional operations. 10 Jume. 1944 West of Guam 1 Judy Marianas
. Consolidation of Philippine Islands (First Battle of Phil. Sea)
. Borneo Operation 2
3. Neutralization of East China Sea 27 Nov., 1944  Leyte Gulf b Zekes
L. Occupation of Japanese Empire
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Date Location No. Plane Operation

1
2

Oscars Leyte
(3) The number of enemy units sunk or accredited assistance 15 Dec., 1944  Sulu Svu ]ful.\' \Ii.nn]nm
given in the sinking of enemy surface units ! k 15 Dec., 1944  Sulu Sc Jill Mindoro
' y : 15 Deec., 1944  Sulu Sea Zeke Mindoro
(a) Kula Gulf, 5/6 March, 1943 1 sunk, 1 assist 7 Jan., 1945  West of Manila Sally Luzon
(b) Empress Augusta Bay, 1/2 November, 1943 Bay 3
1 sunk, 1 assist 8 Jan., 1945 West of Manila Nick Luzon
ih . B:
(4) The number of enemy aircraft shot down or accredited 1y
assistance

in the shooting down of enemy aircraft fourteen * Sure assist. Total




(5) Any outstanding performances participated in by the ship

while in actual contact with the enemy

(a) 6 March, 1943

(b) 29 June, 1943

(¢) 2 November, 1943

(d) 2 November, 1943

(e)

fourteen

Just prior to conducting night hom-
bardment of Villa-Stanmore Plantation of Kolomban-
gara Island, this ship as flagship of a 1'1'1|i.~|‘r-1|n-.-1r024'1'
task force engaged and sank two (2) Japanese warships
believed to be light cruisers or large destroyers, and
then proceeded with bombardment according to sched-
ule (First combat use of Mark 8(FH) Radar).

In deepest penetration of Japanese
controlled areas to date, this ship as flagship of a
cruiser-destroyer task force hombarded the Buin-Faisi,
Shortland Island Area off Bougainville preparatory to
the offensive against Munda, which turned the tide of

the Solomon Islands Campaign.

This ship as flagship of a cruiser-
destroyer task force engaged a large force of Japanese
heavy and light cruisers and destroyers attempting to
destroy our amphibious forces off Empress Augusta
Bay. The enemy lost heavily in ships sunk and dam-
aged and was forced to retire after a two-hour running
night sea battle, now called the Battle of Empress
Augusta Bay. Our amphibious forces were unmolested.

Following closely after the Battle
of Empress Augusta Bay, this ship successfully repelled
a dive-bombing and strafing attack by approximately
seventy (70) Japanese “VALS,” shooting down five
while receiving only one bomb hit.

14-15 June, 1944
tions on the East Coast of Saipan, concentrating on gun
positions covering Magicienne Bay. A 5” shell from

this ship entered a Japanese 5” twin turret through a

This ship bombarded enemy posi-

1sing an (‘X[il()!‘l()l.l \.\Inrh put l.lu~ Jap bar.
action and permitting our ships 1, e
v without opposition.

sau
gun port ¢
tery out of
Magicienne Ba

4 — While supporting ground opera.

27 November, 194 : )
tions of Leyte Island, P. L., this ship was St

almost simultaneously by four Japanese suicide planes
P st s : :
all of which were shot out of the air close aboar( with
8

the debris of one plane actually landing on boar(,

12-17 December, 1944 — During this period this ship
was engaged in operations as a mmn!n-r of the Heayy
Covering Group in support of landings on Mindoy,
Island, P. I., on 15 December, 1944. The ship under.
went constant air attacks, repulsing them all withoy
sustaining damage. This ship was credited with one

“sure assist” plus one “shot down.

5 January-1 February, 1945 — As a member of Task
Group 77.3, this ship acted as a covering unit in support
of the landings in Lingayen Gulf, Luzon, P. 1, and
subsequent occupation and defense of Luzon lsland.
undergoing air attacks on 7, 8, and 10 January, heing

‘sure assists.”

credited with two (2)

13-17 February, 1945 — As a part of Task Group 77.3,
this ship conducted preparation, counterbattery, sup-
port, and harassing fire against enemy positions on
Bataan Peninsula, Corrigedor Island, and the Manila
Bay Area, in support of the landings in Mariveles Bay
on Bataan Peninsula and on Corrigedor Island.

28 February, 1945 — As a unit of the Fire Support
Group, this ship covered the minesweeping and landing
operations at Puerto Princessa, Palawan, P. I.

14-24 April, 1945 — As a unit of Task Group 74.2, this

ship conducted a preliminary hombardment to the




seizure and occupation of Parang and Cotobato Areas, nawa, Nansei Shoto, served as a base of operations, and

Mindanao Island, P. 1. remained under attack until the end of the war.

9-12 June, 1 As a unit of T Group 74.2 (Di (6) Outstanding performances since end of war four
- J . S as ry e I S=

tant Covering Group), this ship provided protection (a) 14-15 September, 1945 — Served as flagship of the Evac-
for the amphibious landings during the seizure, occupa- uation Task Unit (TU r the recovery of

tion, and defense of Brunei Bay Area, Borneo, Nether- Allied Military Personnel at Wakayama, Honshu,

lands East Indies.

17 June-1 July, 1945 As a part of Task Group 74.2,
this ship bombarded the defenses of Balikpapan, Bor-
neo, N. E. L, for a continuous period of fifteen days,
covering minesweeping and underwater demolition
operations, and providing FOX-Day fire support for
Allied amphibious landings.

16 July-7 August, 1 : a member of Task Force

95, this ship engaged in the first surface sweeps of the
fast China Sea and Yellow Sea. Buckner Bay, Oki-

Japan.

25-26 September, 1945 — Served as flagship of the Fire
Support Unit (TU 51.3.12) during the occupation of
the Wakayama-Kobe-Osaka Area, Honshu, Japan.

6-7 October, 1945 — Served as flagship of the Gunfire
Support Unit (TU 51.3.12) duri the occupation of
Hiro and Kure, Honshu, Japan.

22 October, 1945 — Served as flagship for the Area
Support Unit (TU 51.3.3) during the occupation of
Matsuyama, Shikoku, Japan.




